
  
 

ln8 Pl;8 Jof6«L Joj:yfkg ln8 Pl;8 Jof6«L Joj:yfkg ln8 Pl;8 Jof6«L Joj:yfkg ln8 Pl;8 Jof6«L Joj:yfkg 
lgodfjnL @)^* df 5nkmnlgodfjnL @)^* df 5nkmnlgodfjnL @)^* df 5nkmnlgodfjnL @)^* df 5nkmn    
 
 @)^* >fj0f ( ut], j}slNks pmhf{ 

k|j4{g s]Gb|sf] cfof]hgfdf ln8 Pl;8 

Jof6«L Joj:yfkg lgodfjnL @)^* df 

5nkmn eof] . pQm sfo{qmddf ln8 Pl;8 

;u ;DaGwLt ljleGg ;+3 ;+:yf, gLlh 

tyf ;/sf/L, u}/ ;/sf/L ;+:yf ul/ sl/j 

$) hgfsf] ;xeflutf lyof] . pQm 

sfo{qmddf lhlj; dxf;+3 g]kfnsf] 

tkm{af6 pmhf{ tyf jftfj/0f lj1 >L 

zDe'b]j j/fnn] efu lng'ePsf] lyof] . 

pQm sfo{qmddf j/fnn] lgodfjnLdf ;a} 

Jof6«L Joj:yfkgnfO{ ;dfj]z ubf{ /fd|f] 

x'g], Jof6«Ldf /x]sf] Pl;8 Psbd} ljzfn' 

x'g] x'Fbf ;f]sf] klg Joj:yfkg ul/g' kg]{, 

efiffut ;'4tf ldnfpg' kg]{, bf]xl/Psf 

a'Fbf x6fpg' kg]{ . Jof6«L Joj:yfkgsf] 

nflu ;/sf/n] p7fpg], s/sf] s]xL k|ltzt 

lhlj;nfO{ lbOg'kg]{ / lhlj;sf] Jof6«L 

Joj:yfkgdf Ifdtf clej[l4 ul/g' 

nufotsf ;'emfj lbg'ePsf] lyof] . 
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@)^* >fj0f ! ut] lhlj; dxf;+3 g]kfnsf] ;lrjfnodf sd{rf/L a}7s ;DkGg @)^* >fj0f ! ut] lhlj; dxf;+3 g]kfnsf] ;lrjfnodf sd{rf/L a}7s ;DkGg @)^* >fj0f ! ut] lhlj; dxf;+3 g]kfnsf] ;lrjfnodf sd{rf/L a}7s ;DkGg @)^* >fj0f ! ut] lhlj; dxf;+3 g]kfnsf] ;lrjfnodf sd{rf/L a}7s ;DkGg     
    

oxL @)^* >fj0f ! ut] lhNnf ljsf; ;ldlt dxf;+3 g]kfndf 
sfo{/t sd{rf/Lx?sf] a}7s ;DkGg ePsf] 5 . ;f] a}7sdf dxf;+3sf 
sfo{sf/L dxf;lrj nufot ;Dk"0f{ sd{rf/Lx?sf] pkl:ylt /x]sf] lyof] . 
a}7sn] rfn' cfly{s jif{ )^*÷^( sf] sfo{qmdsf] k|efjsf/L sfof{Gjogsf 
nflu sd{rf/Lx?sf] lhDd]jf/Lsfaf/] j[xt 5nkmn u/L yk lhDd]jf/L 
;d]t to ul/of] . lgDgfg';f/sf lg0f{ox? ul/of] .   
    
lg0f{ox?lg0f{ox?lg0f{ox?lg0f{ox?    
-s_ dfl;s ?kdf k|To]s dlxgfsf] clGtd z'qmjf/ O{–a'n]l6g k|sfzg 

ug]{, 
-v_  rf}dfl;s ?kdf :yfgLo k|hftGq k|sfzg tyf ljt/0f ug]{, 
-u_  lhlj; dxf;+3sf] 8fo/L kmfu'g d;fGt;Dddf k|sfzg ug]{, 
-3_  &% j6} lhlj;x?sf] cf=j= )^$÷^% b]lv )^&÷^* ;Ddsf] 

cfoJoo ljj/0f cBfjlws ug]{, 
-ª_  ;kmntfsf] syf ;+ufnf] k|sfzg tyf ljt/0f  

@)^( h]7 klxnf] xKtf ;Dddf ug]{ . 
-r_ sfo{;ldltn] to u/]sf cGo k}/jL / jsfntLsf ;a} sfo{qmddf 

;lqmo ;xeflutf hgfpg] .  
 

 

Cities & Climate Change Initiative  
sf] k/fdz{ sfo{zfnf uf]i7L ;DkGgsf] k/fdz{ sfo{zfnf uf]i7L ;DkGgsf] k/fdz{ sfo{zfnf uf]i7L ;DkGgsf] k/fdz{ sfo{zfnf uf]i7L ;DkGg    

 
 @)^* >fj0f % ut], :yfgLo 
ljsf; dGqfno, ef}lts of]hgf tyf 
lgdf{0f dGqfno, jftfj/0f dGqfno / 
o"=Pg=xflj6\of6sf] ;+o'Qm cfof]hgfdf 
Cities & Climate Change Initiative sf] 
k/fdz{ sfo{zfnf uf]i7L sf7df8f}+df 
;DkGg eof] . pQm uf]i7L jftfj/0f 
dGqfnosf ;lrj >L s[i0f 1fjnLn] ug'{ 
ePsf] lyof] . pQm sfo{qmddf kl/jt{g / 

;xl/s/0f ;DaGwL kfFrj6f ljleGg sfo{kq 
k|:t't ul/Psf] lyof] . pQm cj;/df 
;xeflux?nfO{ b'O{ ;d'xdf ljefhg ul/ 
5nkmn ul/Psf] lyof] . sfo{qmddf lhlj; 
dxf;+3 g]kfnsf] tk{mjf6 pmhf{ tyf 
jftfj/0f lj1 zDe'b]j j/fnn] efu lng' 
ePsf] lyof] . pxfFn] kfgL tyf ;/;kmfO{, 
k"jf{wf/, hg:jf:Yo ;DaGwL s]xL lnlvt 
;'emfj lbg'ePsf] lyof] .   

 
 

n}lËs tyf ;fdflhs ;dfj]zL jh]6 n}lËs tyf ;fdflhs ;dfj]zL jh]6 n}lËs tyf ;fdflhs ;dfj]zL jh]6 n}lËs tyf ;fdflhs ;dfj]zL jh]6     
ljifos cGt/s[of sfo{qmdljifos cGt/s[of sfo{qmdljifos cGt/s[of sfo{qmdljifos cGt/s[of sfo{qmd    

 
 @)^* ;fn ;fpg $ ut], g]kfn gu/kflnsf ;+3 tyf k|m]8l/s Oa6{ l:6km6'Ësf] 
;xsfo{df xf]6n u|Lgljr len]h, s'k08f]n, nlntk'/df ;DkGg ePsf] lyof] . Guideline 
and Policy Review Workshop on Gender and Social Inclusive Bugeting and Auditing in 
the Local Governments of Nepal laifos sfo{qmddf lhlj; dxf;+3 g]kfnsf sfo{sf/L 
dxf;lrj >L x]d/fh nfld5fg]n] efu lng' eof] . pQm sfo{qmdf n}lËs ;+j]bglzn ah]6 / 
o;sf] kl/If0fsf ljljw cfodx?sf af/]df 5nkmn ePsf] lyof] . ;f] sfo{qmddf :yfgLo 
ljsf; dGqfno, uflj; dxf;+3, ljsf; ;fem]bf/x? nufot gful/s ;dfhsf 
k|ltlglwx?sf] ;xeflutf /x]sf] lyof] .  
 

 
! 



  
 

-rLgsf] ltofglhË gu/kflnsfsf of]hgfsf/x?;+u k|jStf s[i0f k|;fb h}zL afofFaf6 bf]>f]_ 

lhNnf ljsf; ;ldlt dxf;+3, g]kfnsf] cGt/f{li6«o d~rdf ultljlwlhNnf ljsf; ;ldlt dxf;+3, g]kfnsf] cGt/f{li6«o d~rdf ultljlwlhNnf ljsf; ;ldlt dxf;+3, g]kfnsf] cGt/f{li6«o d~rdf ultljlwlhNnf ljsf; ;ldlt dxf;+3, g]kfnsf] cGt/f{li6«o d~rdf ultljlw    
 
 lhNnf ljsf; ;ldlt dxf;+3, g]kfn 
;g\ @))@ af6 Plzof k|zfGtsf] :yfgLo 
;sf/x?sf] ;+u7g UCLG ASPAC sf] ;b:o, 
@))^ af6 pkfWoIf / @))* af6 ;x–
cWoIfsf] ?kdf ;qmLo pkl:ylt hgfO{/x]sf] 
5 . To;}u/L UCLG World sf] @))^ af6 
kl/ifb ;b:o, @)!) af6 sfo{sf/L ;ldltsf] 
;b:o lgjf{lrt eO{ cfˆgf] e"ldsf lgjf{x ub}{ 
cfPsf] 5 . cGt//fli6o ;DjGwsf] ljsf; 
qmddf ljleGg sfo{zfnf tyf ;Dd]ngx?df 
lhlj; dxf;+3n] ljleGg ljifodf sfo{kqx? 
klg k|:t't ub}{ cfPsf] / cGt//fli6o eft[ 
;+:yfx?n] xfd|f ljrf/ / cg'ejx?nfO{ 
pko'Qm / ultxLn agfpg of]Uo /x]sf eg]/ 
l6Kk0fL ug]{ u/]sf 5g\ . 

ljut r}q dlxgfdf pQm ;DjGwsf] s8Ls} 
?kdf rLgsf] /fhwfgL a]OlhË, /fhwfgL 
glhs}sf] gofF zx/ ltoflGhË tyf l;r'jfg 
k|fGtLo ;/sf/ / To;}sf] /fhwfgL r]Ëb' 
zx/sf ;fy} glhs}sf s]xL ufpFx? h'g 
@))* sf] e"sDkn] Wj:t kfl/Psf] # jif{ 
leq} k'gMlgdf{0f u/L klxn]sf] eGbf emg\ /fd|f 
/ cfw'lgs 3/ tyf ;8s nufot cGo 
;'ljwfx? ;d]t h'6fOPsf] x]g]{ cj;/ k|fKt 
epsf] lyof] . d"No clej[l4 s/sf] @& 
k|ltzt / cfo s/sf] $) k|ltzt k|fGt 
nufot tnsf :yfgLo ;/sf/x?nfO{ sfg"gL 
lx:;fsf ?kdf lbOg] Joj:yfn] rLgsf 
:yfgLo ;/sf/x? a9L >f]t;DkGg /x]5g\ . 
hUufsf] k|of]u s[lif pTkfbgaf6 kl/jt{g eO{ 
zx/sf 3/ jf cGo Jofkfl/s k|of]hgdf 
k|of]u x'Fbf To;} cg';f/ d"No tyf s/ klg 
j[l4 ul/g] sfg"g agfOPsf]n] ;f]af6 klg 
:yfgLo ;/sf/sf] pNn]Vo cfDbfgL x'g]  
/x]5 . s'g} klg sfd k"j{ of]hgf / ;DjlGwt 
tyf dflyNnf ;/sf/x?sf] :jLs[lt ljgf 
yfngL g} x'Fbf] /x]g5 . o;af6 rLgsf 7"nf 
tyf ;fgf zx/ tyf ufFpx? ;d]t ljsf;sf] 
cu|ultdf 5g\ . 

;r]jfg k|fGtsf]  qmfOi6 
hGdg' eGbf @%^ jif{ klxn]sf] 
ljzfn l;+rfO{ cfof]hgf, 
To;sf] l8hfOg, 
l8hfOgstf{sf] ;Ddfg, xfn 
To; cfof]hgfn] l;+rfO{ ug{ 
cf]u6]sf] *^)) ju{ 
lsnf]dL6/ If]qkmnsf] hUuf / 
pTkfbgsf] ;a} j[tfGt ;'Gbf 
cfZro{rlst gx'g] sd} 
xf]nfg\ . o'g]:sf]sf] ljZj 
;Dkbf ;"lrdf kg]{ pSt 
l;+rfO{n] l;r'jfg k|fGtsf] 

bL3{sfnLg ljsf;df / vfBfGg cfTd 
lge{/tfdf of]ubfg k'¥ofPsf] /x]5 . 
hn>f]tsf] wgL dflgg] xfd|f] d'n'sn] klg 
s]xL j[xt of]hgfx? ;kmntfsf ;fy 
;~rfng ug{ ;Sof] eg] ;fob vfBfGg 
cfoft ug'{ kb}{gYof] xf]nf . 

To;}u/L ut h'g !( b]lv @%, @)!! df 
yfOn}+8sf] a}+ss zx/df kfFrf}+ Plzof k|zfGt 
cj{g kmf]/ddf d}n] æo'gfO6]8 l;l6h\ P08 
nf]sn ued]{06 Plzof k|zfGtÆ sf] ;x 
cWoIfsf] x}l;otn] lhlj; dxf;+3, g]kfnsf 
k|jQmf >L s[i0f k|;fb h}zLn] efu lng' 
ePsf] lyof] . ;]06/ kmf]/\ 8]enkd]06 
Olgl;ol6e Og Plzof;+usf] ;+o'Qm cWoog 
k|ltj]bgsf] ;fj{hlgsLs/0f, cGo Pp6f 

;]zgsf] cWoIftf ;d]t ug]{ cj;/ lhlj; 
dxf;+3, g]kfnsf] k|jQmf tyf æo'gfO6]8 
l;l6h\ P08 nf]sn ued]{06 Plzof k|zfGtÆ 
sf] ;x cWoIfsf] x}l;otn] kfpFbf ;Dk"0f{ 
;xefuLx? k|z+;f tyf g]kfnL ;xefuLx?n] 
uf}/j u/]sf lyP . tf]lsPsf] ;dodf cfˆgf 
ljrf/x? /fVg] tyf ljleGg ljifodf k|Zg 
Pj+ cGt/lqmof ubf{ xfd|f] ;+3 tyf g]kfnsf 
:yfgLo ;/sf/sf hgk|ltlglwx?sf] a'emfO{ 
k|lt ;sf/fTds efj k}bf ul/GYof] .  

;f]xL cj;/df o'g]:sf]n] cfof]hgf u/]sf] 
sfo{qmddf ;d]t ;xeflu eO{ Pp6f ;qsf] 
cWoIftf ug]{ Pjd\ a}+ss 3f]if0ff kqsf nflu 
;sf/fTds of]ubfg k'¥ofOPsf] lyof] .  

ut r}q dlxgfdf blIf0f 
sf]l/ofsf] h]h' 6fk'sf] h]h' 
OG6/g]zgn 6]«lgË ;]06/df 
cfof]hgf ul/Psf] 
æjfnjflnsf cf];f/k;f/M 
dfgj clwsf/sf] ;'/IffÆ 
ljifos ufi7Ldf k|jStf 
s[i0fk|;fb h}zLn] k|:tfj 
ug'{ ePsf] sfo{kq 5gf}6 
eO{ pQm sfo{qmdf k|:t't 
ubf{ ;xefuLx? tyf 
cfof]hssf] tkm{af6 k|z+;f 
tyf k|df0f–kq k|fKt 
ug'{ePsf] lyof] . 

-a}+ssdf kfFrf} cj{g kmf]/ddf cWoIftf ub}{ k|jStf s[i0fk|;fb h}zL_ 
 

@ 



  
 

cy{tGqsf k|d'v r'gf}tLx?M ;fdflhs If]qcy{tGqsf k|d'v r'gf}tLx?M ;fdflhs If]qcy{tGqsf k|d'v r'gf}tLx?M ;fdflhs If]qcy{tGqsf k|d'v r'gf}tLx?M ;fdflhs If]q    
 

 :yfgLo lgsfodf hgk|ltlglwx¿ gePsf] / xfn Joj:yf ePsf] bnLo ;+oGqsf] 
sfd, st{Jo, clwsf/ / hjfkmb]xLtfsf] b[li6n] k|efjsf/L x'g g;s]sf], ;a} ufpF ljsf; 
;ldltdf ;lrj kbk"lt{ x'g g;Sbf :yfgLo txdf ;]jf k|jfx / ljsf; lgdf{0fsf] sfo{df 
k|ToIf c;/ k/]sf], sfo{ af]emsf cfwf/df bIf / kof{Kt k|fljlws hgzlQmsf] cefj /x]sf], 
t/fO{ / k"jL{ kxf8sf lhNnfx¿df ;'/Iff cefjsf sf/0fn] ljsf; lgdf{0f sfo{df sl7gfO{ 
ePsf], :yfgLo lgsfodf ah]6 l;lnª tyf dfu{bz{g ;dod} k|fKt x'g g;Sbf / ah]6 
jQmJodf pNn]v ePsf lgb]{lzsf tyf sfo{ljlwx¿ ;dod} :jLs[t x'g g;Sbf 
sfof{Gjogdf afwf k/]sf], :yfgLo :jfoQ zf;g P]g, @)%% ;Fu aflemPsf ljleGg P]gx¿ 
;+zf]wg x'g g;Sbf P]gsf] sfof{Gjogdf cj/f]w l;h{gf ePsf], :yfgLo lgsfox¿df ;dod} 
cfGtl/s tyf clGtd n]vf k/LIf0f gx'g] / n]vfk/LIf0f k|ltj]bgaf6 b]lvPsf] k]ZsL / 
a]?h'sf] ;dod} hjfkm lbg] tyf km5\{of}6 ug]{ sfo{df pbfl;g /xg] k|j[lQn] :yfgLo 
lgsfodf a]?h'sf] dfqf a9\b} uPsf] 5 . 

;|f]t M g]kfn ;/sf/, cy{ dGqfno -lj=;= @)^*_, cfly{s ;j]{If0f, kfgf g+= XXXVII 

UCLG ASPAC sf] s]/nf sf] s]/nf sf] s]/nf sf] s]/nf ----ef/t_ a}7s tyf ;Dd]ngdf ef/t_ a}7s tyf ;Dd]ngdf ef/t_ a}7s tyf ;Dd]ngdf ef/t_ a}7s tyf ;Dd]ngdf     
lhNnf ljsf; ;ldlt dxf;+3 g]kfnsf] ;xeflutflhNnf ljsf; ;ldlt dxf;+3 g]kfnsf] ;xeflutflhNnf ljsf; ;ldlt dxf;+3 g]kfnsf] ;xeflutflhNnf ljsf; ;ldlt dxf;+3 g]kfnsf] ;xeflutf    

 
@)^* j}zfv (–!@  

-@@–@% clk|n @)!!_ ut] ef/tsf] 
s]/nfdf UCLG ASPAC sf] sfo{ 
;ldltsf] a}7s tyf "People, 
Places and Opportunities 
Towards Sustainable Cities-
2030" ljifos b"O{ lbg] cGt/f{li6«o 
;Dd]ngdf efu lng lhNnf ljsf; 
;ldlt dxf;+3 g]kfnsf  k|jQmf, 
s[i0f k|;fb h};Ln] efu lng' ePsf] 
lyof] . sfo{qmdsf] bf];|f] lbgsf] bf];|f] 
;q "Modern Approaches of 
Sanitation, Water Supply & 
Environment" zLif{ssf] cWoIftf 
;d]t ug]{ cj;/ lhlj; dxf;+3 g]kfnsf] tkm{af6 UCLG ASPAC 
sf] sfo{;ldltsf] ;x–cWoIfsf] ;d]t x}l;otn] k|fKt eO{ Plzof 

k|zfGt If]qsf ljleGg zx/ tyf 
ef/tsf ljleGg gu/kflnsfx? 
af6 efu lng] gu/ k|d'v tyf 
;+3 ;+u7gsf k|d'v tyf 
k|ltlglwx?;+u lhNnf ljsf; 
;ldlt dxf;+3 g]kfnsf] yk 
;DaGw lj:tf/ ePsf] 5 . 
Eff/tsf s]xL gu/ kflnsfx?n] 
g]kfnsf] ;+ljwfg lgdf{0f / 
:yfgLo lgsfosf] clwsf/ tyf 
eljio af/] lgs} cle?lr /fv]sf 
lyP / ;f]lwPsf rfzf]sf 
k|Zgx?sf] :kli6s/0f lbg] sfd 

;d]t ul/Psf] lyof] . pQm cj;/df ef/tsf k"j{ s]Gb|Lo dGqL ;'/]z 
k|e'' tyf s]xL cGo ;f+;bx?n] ;d]t g]kfn af/] lgs} rf;f]sf ;fy 
k|Zg tyf z"esfdgf lbg' ePsf] lyof] .  

 

/fli6«o vf]k sfo{qmddf /fli6«o vf]k sfo{qmddf /fli6«o vf]k sfo{qmddf /fli6«o vf]k sfo{qmddf 
lhlj; dxf;+3sf] lhlj; dxf;+3sf] lhlj; dxf;+3sf] lhlj; dxf;+3sf] 

;xeflutf;xeflutf;xeflutf;xeflutf    
 
 @)^* >fj0f !# ut], :jf:Yo ;]jf 
ljefu -Joj:yfkg dxfzfvf_sf] cfof]hgfdf 
/fli6«o ?kdf ;+rfng u/]sf] vf]k sfo{qmdsf] 
af/]df ;ldIff / ljZn]if0f ul/of] . ;fy} 
cfufdL lbgdf vf]k sfo{qmdsf] k|efjsf/L 
sfof{Gjogsf] jf/]df cf–cfˆgf] If]qaf6 
;xof]u ug]{ k|lta4tf hfx]/ ul/of] . pQm 
sfo{qmddf lhNnf ljsf; ;ldlt dxf;+3sf] 
tkm{af6 lhNnf ljsf; ;ldlt dxf;+3sf] 
sfo{;ldltsf s]lGb|o ;b:o e/taxfb'/ 
v8\sfn] efu lng' ePsf] lyof] . 
 

Letter of Understanding between  
ADDCN and UNICEF Nepal 

 
 Association of District Development 
Committees of Nepal (ADDCN) with the 
support of UNICEF Nepal is conducting two 
different assessments at a time.  The first 
assessment is directly linked with the 
UNICEF Regional Office of South Asia 
(ROSA) on a Review of the  Status of 
Decentralization and Equity for Child Rights 
in Nepal and the second assessment is for 
the Use of District/Village Development 
Funds (Including Block Grants) for Children, 
Women and Disadvantaged Groups in 18 
Decentralized Action for Children and 
Women (DACAW) districts such as 
Panchthar, Saptari, Udaypur, Parsa, 
Nawalparasi, Kapilbastu, Rukum, Jajarkot, 
Kalikot, Dang, Humla, Jumla, Dolpa, Mugu, 
Bajhang, Bajura, Dadeldhura, and  Achham;  
three  Non-DACAW Districts namely Siraha, 
Lamjung, and Sindhupalchowck; and two 

graduated districts i.e. Tahanu, and Kavre, 
of Nepal. The assessments are being 
implemented from the last week of August 
and will end to the last week of November 
2011. 
 
The objectives of first assessment are to 
identify possible pitfalls and problem areas 
in the way decentralized policies (Including 
sectors) are implemented; to document the 
effects on efficacy and equity of basic 
service delivery for children and to identify 
promising reforms innovations or mitigating 
measures   
 
Similarly the objectives of second 
assessment are to assess the total 
financial  allocations made and pattern of  
expenditures incurred  through District 
Development Fund (DDF) and Village 

Development Fund (VDF) including 
conditional and non-conditional block grants 
focused on women, children and 
disadvantaged groups; to assess the  
community perceptions about usefulness of  
the gender, children and socially inclusive 
budget provisions made by local bodies  
for institutional strengthening at local level;  
to assess the extent of good  governance in 
the utilization of  financial resources 
allocated for gender, children and 
disadvantaged groups concerning 
participation in decision making, ownership, 
transparency and accountability; and to 
recommend future strategies for ensuring 
effective utilization of the DDF and VDF 
including block grants for enhancing  
socio-economic status of the targeted 
population. 

# 



  
 

 

Sri Lanka and peace 
Can Rajapaksa take lesson from Emperor Ashoka? 

PROF. BIRENDRA P MISHRA 

The local elections in Sri Lanka have 
proved to be the litmus test for President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa with a clear message 
to him that military action can give him 
some relief, but cannot provide lasting 
solution to the political demands made by 
the Tamil community since several 
decades. 

The Tamil National Alliance (TNA), which 
represents the ethnic Tamils in Sri Lanka, 
was previously controlled by the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), an outfit 
demanding a separate Eelam (state) for the 
Tamils, has succeeded in winning 15 out of 
20 local Councils in the previous northern 
war zone and three out of six in the east. 
The territory was under the control of LTTE, 
till the end of Elam war IV led by General 
Sarath Fonseka in May 2009. 

For the people of North Sri Lanka, this is 
their first election in over two and a half 
decades since the LTTE took control of that 
part of the country. With regard to the 
elections, it is said that had the army not 
interfered, the percentage of voting could 
have been much higher as the TNA could 
have captured more councils. While raising 
the issue of free and fair election, the leader 
of the Opposition in Parliament Ranil 
Wickresinghe, who belong to the United 
National Party Alliance (UNP), said in 
Parliament, “the events of the last few 
weeks have shown the inability of the police 
to enquire into the complains of elections. 
The election laws are in the breach. There 
are daily complaints regarding intimidations 
and abuse of government machinery. 

Complaints have been received that officials 
from other areas have become a part of the 
election campaigns of several Ministers.” 
He added that recently, an official 
threatened a UNP candidate. The JVP had 
complained that the army was harassing its 
political campaign. 

The Election Commission of Sri Lanka has 
claimed to have peaceful election, which 
was conducted under the watchful eyes of 
the armed forces. According to officials, the 
polls took into consideration the electoral 
rolls of 2010. Some NGOs, citing specific 
instances, had pointed out that many of the 
2.5 million voters in the region still did not 
have identity cards to cast votes. Though 
there were more than a dozen parties in the 
fray, there was a keen competition between 
the ruling United People’s Freedom Alliance 
(UPFA) and the TNA. 

Before the local elections took place, the Sri 
Lankan President was facing a rough 
international community for alleged violation 
of human rights by his government and 
especially the army at the time of ending the 
war by killing many civilians, the LTTE 
cadres including their leader Prabkaaran. 
First, he did not cooperate with the UN 
Secretary General’s three experts panel led 
by the former Indonesian Former Attorney 
General Marzuki Darsman to study the 
human rights violations. In its report, the 
panel states, “Tens of thousands lost their 
lives from January to May 2009, many of 
whom died anonymously in the carnage of 
the final few days. Most civilian casualties in 
the final phases of the war were caused by 
government shelling” 

Secondly, he formed an eight member 
Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation 
Commission (LLRC) to investigate the 
charges leveled against the army. Thirdly, 
the allegation of human rights violations 
was shown on Channel4’s Sri Lanka’s 
Killing Fields with gruesome and distressing 
footage and charged that the Sri Lank army 
and government had committed war crimes 
and crimes against humanity in the final 
stages of the war against the LTTE, the 
president is told to discredit the show as a 
film shot in Tamilnadu, or an event of 

shooting of Sri Lankan army by LTTE man 
etc. 

Indian history reveals that the great Maurya 
King Ashoka, after winning the battle of 
Kalinga killing thousands of soldiers, not 
only left the throne and returned the territory 
won, but also became a monk putting on 
Buddhist robe to follow the path of peace. It 
is peace that can conquer the heart of the 
vanquished, although they can be captured 
physically. 

History says that Ashoka sent his son 
Mahendra and daughter Sanghmitra to 
propagate Buddhism in Sri Lanka, and other 
East Asian countries. Perhaps, since then, 
Buddhism has been surviving and 
flourishing there. It is said that the 
Singhalese people were the original 
migrants from Orrisa, a eastern state of 
India. 

Finally, the government has undoubtedly 
succeeded in keeping Sri Lanka united with 
military force. First, one of the reasons for 
his victory was that no country liked another 
country to be divided. Secondly, the sole 
aim of LTTE leader V Prabhakaran of 
having a separate eelam for the Tamils 
living in Sri Lanka could be another reason 
for the victory of the government, and his 
defeat in return. Had he gone for a political 
settlement within an united Sri Lanka, 
perhaps, he could have succeeded in 
attaining his goal and such a vast 
misfortune and loss of lives could have 
been averted. 

Now it is time for both the government and 
the Tamils to settle the issues amicably in 
their own interests. The elections have 
shown the mood of the people. The 
government must address the genuine 
aspirations of its people time. 

 
Courtesy : The Himalayan Times, August 2, 2011 
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